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Fri, July 7, 1950
Bethesda

Dear John,

Thanks for your interesting letter. But you forgot to
tell me whether you need that coat cr not! I have lazily put

off wra%ping it and sending it in case 1 should get word from
you that the end of July will do. My convulsive upheaval which
resulted in getting Lesyln's things off to you almost immediately
tired me so greatly that the thought of wrapping and sending
that collection of coats left behind,~Blocked in the second,

or family, Dynamicl!] What a frightful situation! The only ang=~
wer may be for you to come down, unblock me in the second dyn~
amlie, g0 away lea:ing some wore goecds behind, and a revitalized
sister capable of facing the problem of wraprping and malling
packages without flinching, 1If you haven't time for that, there
are still two sclutions: I), you can wait till the end of July
when we go up to flemington, or 8) I can attempt tc muster the
pitiful remnant Of nmy second dynamic and try manfully to send

1t off by mail, I think I must hsve some frightful engram bring-
ing post offices, brown raper, and stringx into my reactive nind
as highly contra-survival. Or else I8m just bone lazy.

If you ever had time to read that sort of thing, I'm
gsure you would enjoy Thornten Wilder's "Heaven's My Destination".
Perhaps you have read it at some time. It's a remarkable book, .
1 think. It's a novel about a wan who never lied and never cheated
and tried his best to live according to the best precepts of
Christianity. “he dificulties he encountered make the novel both
highly amusing'and highly tragic., ‘or one thing, practically
no one understcod his motives, becfuse they were completely,
utterly sincere and honest. I think it demonstrates my gradual
mental or moral growth that the first time I read it 1 thought
1t was the fumnlest thing I d read in ages, and when I read it
again ten years later 1 was"disapsointed to find that it held
the very essence of tragedy. In any case, the book illustrates
forcefully scme of the things you were taliing about in your
letter. How can we reconcile the voice of our conscience with
the demands the world makes on us? Of course the answer 1s we
muet conpromise in order to live. As you say, pure blacks and
pure whites are so rare as to bs almost unknown, and we nust
use Judgment to discern how much grey there 1s in what seems
‘black, and how much black in what appears to us to pe white.
Of course we must excerclse kindness in dealing with other people,
avolding stepplng on their corns out of charity, though chdzity
may be the most illogical thing in the world. But in every mind
there should be a barrier, and a semantic estimate of the meanings
of the word "truth", which will distinguish clearly between those
mental side-steps we take out of chakity, and the ultimate Truth
which 1s not a factor in petty matters, Our semantic nmixe-ups are
always confusing us., We say, "the truth is you hat looks frightful"
using the same word to say "the truth is beautiful.” But I think -
we all recognlze that there is a differnce in meaning according
to context. We all should, at least, recognize the point beyond
which & charitable mvoldance of facing a fact without great ilme
portance beccmes a simple lle. I don't envy the man who is a spy
evento the best cause, because circumstances have forced him to

live & lie, znd to cheat. No uwaitter how he justifies himelf, he is
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sti1l cheating; and living & dan%erous life inwardly perhaps
even more than outwardly. I can'f justify the wother who tells

her children there 1s no more candy because she doesn't want
YHER to eat any more. That's a lle, - small but important. For
she should tell her c¢hild the true situation, and teach him

by example in the smaller things that surround him that she
réspects the bruth in the second semantic .eaning. I hope I

cun avolid that kind of ilying. I can't avoid the charitable
skde-stepping sort of thing which dictates that I shall tell
the mother of a semi-moron that her son is tall for his age

and very healthy-locking, if sueh is actually the case., We

have as great a duty toward charity as we have toward abso=

lute truth. I can tell the Venezuelans I mest that I think
thelr country 18 beautiful and the cliuate of Caracas is
unexcelled, but I never say I think their people are fine

and a credit to the human races In enaoral. Hightlﬁ o Wronge
ly, Willlam and his collegues work the same way. *hey are
fundamentally unable to lle, and are convinced that the truth
which might hurt now is nonetneless necessary In the lonzg run.
But charity dictatea that we not keepdxng reminding peorle of
sowe Lruths, our judgment reminds us tlhet in any case we nay
1ol be absolutely sure that what we think of as true actually
1s truth, and expediency tells us that it is necessary to pre-
sent owr glde with whatever forceful truths we legitimately
rossess. In all cases, we must endeavor to keep %htight grasp
on the second sewantic meaning of the word Truthi;%the midst

of the whirlwind, 4nd I sti1ll say that & lie i1s a lie 1s &

lie, and cheating the worst means to any end. Almost any fool
can see the dlfference between not telling a man that most

of his compatriots smell bad and not telling that you have stolen
someé money. we all have consciences to see the difference
whether we use the conscience or not, You are trifling with
words when you say that if 2 man is Justified in saying he
admires what is actuallg a 8illy hat, he is equally justie

fied in teiling a lie about gome. big matter in which he is )
interested. Lying 1s one of the most easlly acquired bdd habilts,
and that's why it 1s most important not, to lie or deal in half-
truths with children. I have to watch myself like & hawk to
keep from saying things which reg@lve situations easily, but

are not unvarnished truths. My aim is to be able to face
consclence with every 1idle word I3ve sald, and not have to

say, well, that didn't watéer much, beczuse he never found

out 1t wasn't true, and he wouldn't have understood any way ."
Not only do I want to teach Laurence tc be undlatialingly (though
charitably) truthful, but even more, I want to be able to

look at everything I&ve ezid and done without & olush. It's

a hard road, and I Jou"t know my way very well. One has to

keep asking one's conscience whather one is avolding the truth
out of chargty or self-interest. I think one usual ly finds the .
answer almost immedlately. Happily, the more we ask our conscience
to be our gulde, the better we are able to hear what 1t is 3aying
%0 us, 1 suppose when I say ¢ msclience I mean wore or less what
you mean by judgment, 1in which case I agree with you perfeciy
that in this ambiguous world we must train our Judgment, to dise
cern the proper course, aAnd the proper course is not cheatling,
nor lying. Neither is it wielding truths like bludgeons on every
cccaslion to hurt those around us. Trubth is laportant, so is
loving kindness. Our Judgment must see their joint importance,
and declide for itself,
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‘here 18 perhaps one difference between the conscience
and the judgment. In theory, the conscience should tell you
what ls the unlversal right, whereas the Judgment might be
distorted by self-interest. A Quaker might be a consclenuious
objecter In wartlme, when his judguent tells him he Iis acting
Toollshly. The wuaker will call his conscience the Inner Light,
his *udﬁment, Simply his judgment. As Thornton wilder polinted
cut in "Heaven's My Destination", we need both very badly.
The Jjudgment ceems more capable.of being aberrated than the
corscience. We can more often trust our conscience, if we
have one, then our judgment, if we have any. It weems to we
that fanatlcs are people whose judgment is s¢ Ilrm and un-
yielding that 1t can invade their conscilences, overwhelm them
with justifications, and leave thew in iuins. The fanatic's
Judgment tells him that a lie is the only way tc achieve what
he knows beyond the shadow of a doubt to be a good end. His
consclence may whisper "Are you sure?’, sc he uses his strong
Judgaent to correct the "errors" of his conscience., It happens
Lo evceryone. he only way to combat it is to let your judgnent
know that ycub conscience is watching it constantly fa lies
and subterfuges.And as I sald last week, if you letl one lie
g8llp by wit hout objections it gets harder and harder to prevent
e flsod of lies. It is hard tc develope good sound judament,
and cnce we think we have developed it, it comes evea harder
to us to let our conscience act as censor to this harde- earned
Judgment of curs. We love our judguent, our consclence is a
great nuisance,

Here I am rambling on, sgs my nasty conaclence, when poor
0ld Laurence needs to be fed. My judgment alsc informs me I'm
hungry tco. 3o 1&m off to the kitchen.

Love,
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